
 
 

 1/2 

Next milestone in the F1 project: Nico Hülkenberg 
becomes a driver for the Audi factory team 

• Hülkenberg to compete for Audi in Formula 1 from 2026 

• Andreas Seidl: “Nico’s determination and desire will help us move forward” 

Ingolstadt, April 26, 2024 – The course for Audi’s Formula 1 project continues to be set. 
Following the announcement of the complete takeover of the Sauber Group to accelerate 
preparations for the brand’s entry into F1, the first driver has now been confirmed: Nico 
Hülkenberg has signed a multi-year contract with Sauber and will start for the Audi factory 
team in 2026. He will be driving for Sauber as early as 2025 and accompany the 
transformation to the factory team, as the Swiss company announced today. 

With his experience of more than 200 F1 races, the German will make an important contribution 
to the development phase of Audi’s future team: “The signing of Nico is the next milestone for 
Audi’s Formula 1 project. With his speed, his experience and his dedicated teamwork, he will 
make an important contribution to Audi’s entry in 2026 as early as next year,” says Andreas 
Seidl, CEO of the future Audi F1 factory team. “Right from the start, there was great mutual 
interest in tackling a project of this uniqueness together. Nico is a strong personality, his 
determination and desire on a professional and personal level will help us to make progress both 
in the development of the car and in building up the team.” 

Nico Hülkenberg says: “The prospect of competing for Audi is something very special. When a 
German manufacturer enters Formula 1 with such determination, it’s a unique opportunity. To 
represent the factory team of such a car brand with a power unit made in Germany is a great 
honor for me.” 

The appointment of Nico Hülkenberg follows the plan announced in March to take over Sauber 
completely and the appointment of Oliver Hoffmann as General Representative of the Board of 
Management of Audi for the Formula 1 commitment. In this role, Hoffmann also chairs the 
boards of directors of all Sauber companies and the shareholders’ meeting of Audi Formula 
Racing GmbH, which is responsible for the development of the power unit at the Neuburg site. 

 

> Further information on the signing of Nico Hülkenberg can be found in the Sauber press 
release. 

 

https://sauber-group.com/shots/nico-huelkenberg-to-compete-for-stake-f1-team-kick-sauber-from-2025-onwards?d=Corporate
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The Audi Group is one of the most successful manufacturers of automobiles and motorcycles in the premium 
and luxury segment. The brands Audi, Bentley, Lamborghini, and Ducati produce at 21 locations in 12 
countries. Audi and its partners are present in more than 100 markets worldwide. 

In 2023, the Audi Group delivered 1.9 million Audi vehicles, 13,560 Bentley vehicles, 10,112 Lamborghini 
vehicles, and 58,224 Ducati motorcycles to customers. In the 2023 fiscal year, Audi Group achieved a total 
revenue of €69.9 billion and an operating profit of €6.3 billion. Worldwide, an annual average of more than 
87,000 people worked for the Audi Group in 2023, more than 53,000 of them at AUDI AG in Germany. With 
its attractive brands and numerous new models, the group is systematically pursuing its path toward 
becoming a provider of sustainable, fully networked premium mobility. 

 


